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WITTEN FAMILY. 


A Brier SKETCH OF THE VIRGINIA BRAND OF THE WITTEN FaMILy 
By JAMEs W. WitTtrEN, WasHiNeTon, D. C., AssisTED 


By Homer WitTTEN, CAMBRIDGE, OHIO. 


To the Assembled Wittens at North Baltimore, Ohio: 

The word Witten is of Teutonic origin, and when translated 
from Old German into the English language we have the word 
‘white’, and hence it was that when Shakespeare brought Hamlet 
from Wittenberg to attend his father’s funeral, and later his mother’s 
wedding, he came from the ‘‘Whitetown.” 

The Wittens came from the Teutonic countries into England 
about the 4th or 5th centuries, A. D., perhaps, so tradition tells 
us, but there is no authentic history of them prior to about the year 
856, when trustworthy records show them residing in Yorkshire, 
England. After that time they are known to have held high offices, 
both civil and ecclesiastical, in Yorkshire. Prior to the time Henry 
the Eighth introduced the Protestant church in his kingdom they 
were all Catholics, but later a part of the family left the mother 
church, and the remainder continued true to the old faith, and it 
was the Catholic branch or part of them who immigrated to America 
about 1632, as members of Lord Baltimore’s colony by whom Mary- 
land was settled. They were largely intermarried with the Cecils, 
and they with the Calverts, Baltimore’s family, and hence it was 
that Robert Cecil, after he became the second Lord Burleigh, sent 
Calvert, as Lord Baltimore, to govern Maryland. 

I have no history of their doings in Maryland, and the most I 
can tell is that in 1771, or thereabouts, Thomas Witten, whom I 
shall call the first Thomas, left Maryland and was one of the first 
of two white men to take their families into what is now, and since 
1800 has been Tazewell county, Virginia. Other settlers came 
soon after his coming. At that time the Indians were numerous 
and troublesome in that section of the country, especially in the 
winter time, and so warlike were they that it became necessary for 
the whites to band together for self protection. The first Thomas 
and his neighbors constructed a fort surrounded by a high stockade 
within which the settlers for miles around assembled during the 
winter months as the numerous and prowling savages made it unsafe 
for them to remain in their cabin homes. He had a large family, 
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among whom were several sons who gained local distinction as 
Indian scouts and hunters. Among them was one James, of whom 
an early historian of that region remarks: ‘‘He was born January 
7, 1759, in the Colony of Maryland, and migrated to Tazewell with 
his father. At this time though only about fifteen years of age. 
he was much distinguished as a hunter and woodsman. He was 
brave and generous to a fault; and was remarked for his decided 
action, even at that early age. He was married in 1783, and became 
at once a conspicuous character in the border war which had not yet 
ceased. From 1794 to 1796 he was employed as a regular spy. 
When any duty requiring bravery, firmness and prudence had to 
be performed, James Witten was the man invariably chosen, and 
he possessed these qualities in an eminent degree. Many incidents 
of interest are related of him which should be preserved.” 

My great-grandfather was another of these sons who did his 
part in defending the helpless white pioneers against the blood- 
thirsty savages. He was Thomas the second. During the Revolu- 
tionary war he was an ensign (second lieutenant) in Capt. Martin's 
Company of Col. Preston’s Regiment. This regiment did not 
fight the British, but were assigned to the duty of defending the 
frontier along the mountains between Pennsylvania and southwest 
Virginia from the encroachments of the Indians who were incited 
by our enemies. For this service he was granted a pension by the 
United States government of $24 a month, and his pension papers 
are now on file in the Pension Office at Washington, D. C., where 
his signature can be seen. He was the first representative elected 
from Tazewell county, Virginia, to the General Assembly and 
served for several terms. 

The first Thomas, father of my great-grandfather, was born in 
1710, in Maryland, and his sons were Philip, Jeremiah, Thomas, 
James and William. Philip married and moved to Witten’s Land- 
ing, on the Ohio River, in 1791; his wife’s maiden name was Ruth 
Dickerson; to them were born James, Thomas, Joseph, Peter, John 
and Rachel. James’ wife’s name was Margaret; to them were born 
John, Ebenezer, Arthur, Jane, Amanda (still living), Ruth, Isabel. 
Sarah, Minerva. 

To Peter and his wife, Rachel, were born Thomas, James, Jere 
miah, J. N., Joseph (still living), Ruth, Ann, Vesta, Mary D.. 
Rachel (living), Debra and Thomas. 

To Joseph and wife, Nancy, were born Thomas, Arthur and 
Luther. 
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To John and wife, Susan, were born Owen, Kinsey, Philip, 
Mary and Ruth. 

Rachel married Nicholas Wells, and to them were born Phillip 
W., Ruth, Elizabeth, Mackey, Rachel, Delila, Arsissus. 

Third Thomas married Sarah Bucanon, moving to Byesville, 
Guernsey Co., Ohio, in 1808. To them were born Philip, Elizabeth, 
Harrison, Thomas (living, aged 86 vears), Malinda, Margaret, 
Ruth, Joseph, William. 

Philip married Rebecca Jackson, raising a family in Van Wert 
county, Ohio, moving there in 1859. 

Elizabeth married Thomas Wilson, raising a family in Guernsey 
county, Ohio. 

Harrison married Kebia Burt, raising a family in Wood county, 
Ohio, moving there in 1854. 

Fourth Thomas married Ruth Meaks, first wife, Elizabeth 
Hardesty, second wife, raising a family in Wood county, Ohio, 
moving there in 1866. 

Malinda died in maidenhood. 

William married Catherine Rogers, and raised a family in Wood 
county, Ohio, moving there in 1853. 

Margaret married Elijah Shriver, raising a family in Guernsey 
county, Ohio. 

Ruth married Dawson Bain and raised a family in Noble county, 
Ohio. 

Joseph married Miss Shriver, first wife, Elizabeth Rose, second 
wife, and raised a family in Guernsey county, Ohio. 

The second Thomas married Elnor Cessel, and his children were 
Rebecca, Samuel, William, Thomas J., John, Linney, James, Zach- 
ariah, Thomas, Hiram, John, Abitha and James Stanley, the last 
of whom was my grandfather. 

I am unable to give much of the history of either the first or 
second Thomas. Of the children of the second Thomas I have been 
told that Rebecca married John Graham and afterwards lived in 
Kentucky. Samuel married a Greenup and was last heard of as a 
resident of Texas and his descendants now live in that state and 
Oklahoma. One of these descendants unfortunately stammers in 
his speech, and having lived for some time among the Indians in 
that region, was called by them “Two-Talk Witten’”’ because he 
repeated his words. 
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Of the other children of the second Thomas, William was mar- 
ried several times (I have been told seven or eight) and resided in 
Virginia and Missouri. As a small boy I remember him very well 
and used in a childish way to pity him because he had buried so 
many companions. He was a living proof of the fact that marriage 
is not a failure, or of the conclusion that there is no such a thing 
as single blessedness. 

Of the others of my great uncles, the sons of the second Thomas, 
Hiram married a Laird and lived and died in the Old Dominion; 
Zachariah was a Methodist preacher; John married a Rutledge and 
lived and died in Virginia; Tibitha married a Davidson with whom 
she lived and died in Virginia, and James Stanley, my grandfather, 
married Lavicie Thompson, with whom he lived in Virginia on the 
old homestead near the ‘Witten Fort” on Plum creek until about 
1850 when he moved to Grundy county, Missouri, where he died 
in 1863, leaving as his sons John T., Samuel K., Eleanor, Henry, 
my father, William M. and Charles F., all of whom are now dead 
except William M., who lives in Spokane, Washington, and Charles 
F., who lives in Oklahoma. 

The family as far back as I know them have been Methodists 
in religious belief, and have voted the Democratic ticket, although 
none of them were partisans politically. William, the youngest son 
of the first Thomas, moved from Virginia to the Saquatche valley, 
in Tennessee, at an early day, and his five sons were all Methodist 
preachers. 

The family have as a rule been honest tillers of the soil, in 
the main thrifty and well-to-do. Of all the numerous tribe I know 
of but four are doctors and three are lawyers, and I have the mis- 
fortune of being one of the three lawyers, and am now and have 
for the last fourteen and a half years been looking after Uncle 
Sam’s law business in so far as it relates to the sale of his public 
lands. Of the other two lawyers, one of them, Thomas A., a 
prominent attorney of Kansas City, Mo., and Wirt W., of Indian 
Territory, are great-grandsons of William, the numerously mar- 
ried William, son of the second Thomas. 

On October 5, 1907, a reunion of the Witten family was held 
in North Baltimore, Ohio, at the home of Bishop Witten, and sister, 
Margaret Steele, who gave a luxuriant feast, and a grand time was 
enjoyed by all present. Another reunion was announced to be held 
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at Byesville, Ohio, in August, 1908, the date to be given later with 
the program.” 
The names of those present at the reunion are omitted. 


HIsToORICAL. 


The first historical mention of the Witten family is of their 
entrance into England from ancient Germany, in the fourth or fifth 
century, A. D. History does not again record the name until about 
855, when they are spoken of prominently as residents of York- 
shire. In 1682 a family of Wittens (no names recorded) im- 
migrated to America with Lord Baltimore’s company, settling in 
Maryland. A record of the family, written in 1766, by Thos. Wit- 
ten, Sr., states that the Cecil, Witten and Calvert families were 
intermarried to a great extent. 

Thomas Witten, Sr., was born in 1719, and his wife, Elizabeth 
Cecil, in 1720. The result of this union was: Elizabeth, born in 
1748, Susanel, born in 1745, Philip, born in 1747, Jeremiah, born 
in 1749, Kiziah, born in 1751, Thomas, Jr., born in 1753, Ann, 
born in 1755, William, born in 1757, James, born in 1759, and Wil- 
liam Hanley, born in 1761. 

Thomas, Jr., settled in Tazewell County, Virginia, and was 
prominent in the Revolutionary War. William died in infancy. 
Nothing definite is known of the others except Philip, who settled 
on the site of this reunion. Philip married Ruth Dickerson, and 
some time between 1766 and 1790 the family came to Fort Henry 
(now Wheeling), and settled on the creek about seven miles east of 
the river. He was not satisfied here, and reasoned that there should 
be more beautiful and fertile lands farther south on the river. In 
company with his brother-in-law, Noah Dickerson, he made a trip 
down the Ohio in a canoe, going as far south as the present city of 
Louisville, landing and inspecting several sites thought suitable for 
a settlement, but finding none that offered the advantages of fer- 
tility, beauty and pleasant location as this. The land was pur- 
chased from someone in Philadelphia and the deed recorded in 
Marietta, September 1, 1790. This settlement is believed to be the 
second in Ohio. 

Philip and Ruth Witten had seven children: Elizabeth, born in 
1772, Thomas, born in 1775, Joseph, born in 1777, Rachel, born in 
1780, John, born in 1788, Peter, born in 1786, and James, born in 
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1788. Elizabeth died in infancy, Thomas settled in Byesville, 
Guernsey County, Ohio, Joseph and John in Wetzel County, West 
Virginia, Rachel married Nicholas Wells in 1810 and lived at Long 
Reach, West Virginia. 

Peter and James remained on the old farm. Peter married 
Rachel Bowen, and to them were born twelve children, of which 
Joseph is now the only one surviving. 

James married Margaret Scott, and to them were born four- 
teen children. Those still living are Amanda Witten and Mrs. 
Isabella Hubbard, of Wittens, and Mrs. Ruth McReight, of Antioch, 
Ohio. 

The descendants of these sturdy pioneers are found all over this 
great country. Some in politics, some in the professions, others in. 
agriculture; but wherever found they present that type of citizen 
ship that forms the bulwark of our government—living the best 
that is in them, believing in God and the right, content to do their 
work and do it well. A type one would expect whose ancestors 
were reared in a locality of which it has been said, ‘I believe when 
God fashioned the earth and man, He touched this spot with a ten- 
der and more loving hand. To the flowers He gave a richer hue 
and purer scent. To the birds a sweeter note for their tiny throats. 
There always seems a melody of joy in the air which is redolent 
of woodland odors. The hills wear a deeper azure and present 
more pleasing and varied curves to their rolling outlines. The 
streams meandering on with their clear and crystal waters, spark- 
ling like champagne, warbling a little song like an echo to the 
music of the birds. The golden sunshine coquetting through the 
trees, making deep and weird figures through the beech, sycamores, 
and oaks, and weaving lacework through the quivering willows. 
Nowhere do the stars shine with equal brillancy or the moon with 
the same radiant, silvery sheen.’ ”’ 

From a printed sermon preached at Missouri Annual Confer- 
ence at St. Louis, by Rev. Robert Witten, October 7, 1906, we take 
the following: 


“My ANCESTRY. 


I suppose the name to be German, as Germans inform me of 
many of the name in and about the old town of Wittenberg. Some 
have found their way to the British Isles. About the year 1750 
three brothers from the British Isles landed in Baltimore and set- 
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tled in Maryland, but afterwards one went to Georgia, one to North 
Carolina and the other, Thomas Witten, in 1773, settled on the 
headwaters of Clinch river in what is now Tazewell county, Vir 
ginia. He raised five sons, named Philip, Jeremiah, Thomas, James 
and William. He was a commissioned officer in the Revolutionary 
war. He secured enough land to give each of his sons a farm, re- 
serving his home for his youngest son William, who cared for him 
and his aged companion while they lived. William married Letitia 
Laird, a daughter of John and Lucy Laird, whose maiden name 
was Lucy Pickens. Through family tradition, coming only through 
my father and grandmother, I learn that Lucy Pickens when at the 
age of twelve years was one of a number of devout Christians who 
were driven by persecutors in a region of swamps in Scotland and 
guarded till all perished except Lucy Pickens who eluded the guards 
and escaped. She was said to be a niece of Lord Baltimore. 

William Witten and Letitia Witten, his wife and two others, 
were in 1793, organized into the first Methodist class organized in 
Tazewell County, Virginia. 

They became the parents of four sons and seven daughters. 
James Witten, the second child and oldest son, was my father, and 
was born January 5, 1793. John Wesley, the second son, was born 
in 1800. William Abbott, the third son, named for his father and 
Benjamin Abbott, was born in 1807. Thomas the fourth son, 
named for his grandfather, was born in 1809. The four sons all 
became Methodist preachers. And all except William Abbot be- 
came itinerants. 

In the fall of 1805 my grandfather sold his farm in Virginia 
and moved into Sequatchie Valley, Bledsoe County, Tennessee, in 
a new purchase of land recently made from the Indians. My 
father was then thirteen years old. 

My father was a first lieutenant in the War of 1812, at the 
close of which he entered the ministry and was admitted on trial 
in the Tennessee conference in the fall of 1817, after having labored 
one year as a supply. His first appointment was Lee circuit, which 
included Lee county, Virginia, and a few appointments in adjoin- 
ing counties. His appointment in 1818 was Tennessee valley. 
In 1820 Cumberland circuit in Kentucky. In 1820 he returned to 
Lee circuit. On this charge lived Joshua Ewing, a substantial old 
School Presbyterian. His house was the home of all preachers 
who preached in the neighborhood.” 
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From data obtained from various sources, including the fore- 
going, we have constructed the following genealogy. For conven- 
ience of the reader, much of the data is here repeated. 

Thomas Witten I. moved from Maryland to Southwest Vir 
ginia and located in Giles County, on Walker‘s Creek. Bickley’s 
History says that Thomas Witten and John Greenup settled at 
Crab Orchard, on Clinch River in what is now Tazewell County, 
in 1771. Thomas Witten, assisted by his sons and neighbors, in 
1772 or 1778, built a fort for protection from the Indians. He 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. 

Thomas Witten’s sons, who came with him, were: John, who 
had married in Maryland; James; Philip; Jeremiah, Thomas, Jr.; 
and William. His son-in-law, John Greenup, who had married 
Elizabeth Witten, also came with him. 

James Witten (of Thomag I.), born January 7, 1759, married 
Rebecca Cecil, daughter of Samuel Cecil, in 1783. James Witten 
was a noted Indian scout. He and his wife, Rebecca, lived in a 
cabin near the brick house built by his son, Col. James Wilkerson 
M. Witten, and now occupied by James McGuire. See Vol. 1, of 
these Annals, p. 412, for account of his efficiency as a scout. 

Their children: Samuel; Thomas, who married Mary Lackey, 
daughter of Alexander Lackey of Floyd Co., Ky.; William, of 
whom further; and James Wilkerson M., of whom further. 

William Witten (of James, Thomas I.) married Charlotte Hack- 
worth, and they had the following children: (a) John, who married 
Lydia Ramey, daughter of Judge James Ramey of Kentucky; (b) 
George Hamilton. who married Martha Butler, daughter of George 
Butler; (c) Isaac Q., who married Elizabeth Hackworth; (d) 
William,Preston, who married Mary Jane Dixon, daughter of Mar- 
tin B. Dixon; (e) Thomas F., who married Lucina Ward; (f) 
Francis, who died unmarried; (g) Rebecca, who married Etchison 
Preston; (h) Malinda, who married Eliphas Preston; (i) Nancy, 
who married John Mankens, son of William; and (j}) Susan, who 
married Wiley W. Howes. Four of these brothers served in the 
Union army, during the war between the states, viz: George Hamil- 
ton, William Preston, Thomas F., and Francis. Francis died of a 
wound received near Atlanta. They were all in the 14th Regiment, 
Kentucky volunteers. 

Children of William Preston and Mary Jane Dixon Witten: (a) 
Julia Frances, who married William Elsey Connelley. Mr. Connel- 
ley is State Secretary of Kansas Historical Society. He is author 
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of “Harman Station”; “Eastern Kentucky Papers’; co-author with 
Judge Kerr, of “History of Kentucky” and is author of other his- 
torical works. He stands high among the members of state and 
national societies. We are indebted to Mr. Connelley for much 
valuable data on ‘‘Harman Genealogy” and also for valuable ma- 
terial for this volume of the Annals of Tazewell County, in respect 
to the Witten family. 

Children of Julia Frances and William E. Connelley: Berna- 
dette, who married James M. Coldiron (first) and William Geible 
(second) ; and Dr. Walter Constantine, born August 21, 1879, mar- 
ried Virgie Vencill, (first wife) December 25, 1908. She was born 
February 20, 1882; died May 10, 1910. He married Grace Bayes 
(second wife) April 8, 1912. She was born February 23, 1883. 
Children of first marriage: Francis William E., who married 
Gladys Blankenship, 1921 (one child, Walter Francis); and Edith 
Virginia, who married Charles Stafford, 1923 (one child, Mary 
Madeline). Children of second marriage: Louise, Edwin Constan- 
tine, Pitt Witten, Christine, dec’d, Gus, William Elsey, Jr., John 
Russell, and Marcus. Dr. Connelley graduated at the University 
of Louisville (Medical Department), July 30, 1907, and has prac- 
ticed medicine at Salyersville, Mocoffin Co., Kentucky since August 
16, 1907. 

(b) Genoa, who married David May; (c) Rebecca White, who 
married Adam Harman; (d) Ann; (e) Della, who married Wil- 
liam H. Howes; (f) Mary, who married George Van Hoose; (g) 
Chloe, who died in infancy; (h) Lella; (i) William Pitt; and (j) 
John, who married Sola May. 

James Wilkerson M. Witten (James, Thomas I.), born August 
12, 1807; died March 6, 1878; married Rachel White, of Wythe 
County, Virginia. Colonel Witten was an extensive farmer and 
large slaveholder. He was a prominent citizen of Tazewell county, 
serving three terms in the Virginia Legislature, sessions 1834-35, 
1838-39 and 1851-52, and filled various other positions of honor 
and trust which are recorded elsewhere in the Annals of Tazewell 
County . 

Their children: (a) Susan R., who married Ebenezer Howard, 
March, 1852. No children; (b) James Richard; (c) Thomas G.; 
(d) Linnie, who married Rees B. Gillespie. See Gillespie line; 
(e) Samuel, who married —— Heninger. They moved to 
Utah; (f) Augustus; (g) Polly, who married Richard Kelly, no 
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children; (h) Robert B.; (i) Louise, who married Peter Hicks, of 
Giles County, Va., no children; (j) Maria, who married James S. 
Peery. See Peery line; (k) John H.; who married Amanda Nel- 
son; (1) Claiborne, who died young; and (m) Andrew, who died 
unmarried. 

(b) James Richard Witten, born March 29, 1830; died October 
10, 1902; married Matilda Jane Davidson, March 15, 1853. She 
was born October 29, 1833 and died April 16. 1876. Mr. Witten 
was a large man physically, of strong intellect, with an unusual 
grasp of public affairs, and withal the inclination and ability to 
express his conviction at any time and place he found it necessary 
to do so. His generosity in the dispensation of his hospitality was 
bounded only by his material possessions. He kept open house 
and was never happier than when surrounded in his home with a 
house full of his friends. 

James R. Witten filled various public offices and positions of pub- 
lic trust. He represented the county in the Virginia House of Dele 
gates during several successive terms (see Vol. 2, Annals of Taze- 
well county). In 1881 he was appointed Chief Clerk in the office 
of United States Marshall for the Western District of Virginia, 
under Hon. John G. Watts, which office he filled with his usual 
eficiency shown in all of his undertakings. His father, James 
Wilkerson M. Witten, was a member of the Virginia House of Dele- 
gates, from Tazewell county, sessions, 1851, 1852 and 1853. His 
grandfather, James Witten, was a Revolutionary Soldier and a noted 
Indian Scout (see Vol. I, p. 412, Annals of Tazewell county). His 
great-grandfather, Thomas Witten, was also a Revolutionary 
Soldier, and it is said he was the first permanent resident of Taze- 
well county. Bickley says, Thomas Witten located at the Crab- 
orchard (now Pisgah) in 1771. Pendleton’s History fixes the date 
1767; and further says that it was Thomas Witten who, in 1768, 
furnished powder to the Cherokee Indians while they were fighting 
their final battle with the Shawnees, on a ridge a short distance 
south of his cabin. Thomas Witten was Sheriff of Tazewell county 
in 1821-22-23, and his son Thomas was his deputy. Thomas Witten 
died October 6, 1841, at the age of eight-nine years. 

NAMES AND DATES OF BIRTH COPIED FROM THE 
JAMES RICHARD WITTEN FAMILY BIBLE. 


Rachel White Witten, December 19, 1853. 
James Wilkerson McKinder Witten, December 19, 1853. 
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